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ever, there are the obvious
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There are even some hidden gems; Umai is a Japanese cuisine restaurant tucked away in an alleyway
alongside high street. I hope to go eventually but
this place is a bit on the pricey side, so maybe I’ll
save it for a special event, but from reports from
friends this place is high-quality and very much
worth the money. Definitely one of the hidden culinary gems of Shrewsbury.

foods in the Bridges café on each campus. If the
restaurant is independent, it might even be worth
it to ask about possible job places that you are able
to apply for. Chances are that they’re looking to
take on new people, so being a friendly, loyal customer may pay off in the long run. Don’t be afraid
to get to know the owners too - you may even get
a discount.

For the vegan and vegetarian readers, there are
still tones of places that will cater to your dietary
needs, and as always there is a great selection of
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When I started sixth form, I’ll
have to admit I had no idea
what my life would look like
in a year. Of course, I knew I

you have to get up early. I hear
tales all the time of people living in Shrewsbury getting up
twenty minutes before lesson

would have to attend the lessons, do the homework etc –
but when we get breaks, what I
would do in them? Who would
be free? If you’re expecting
your life to suddenly transform
into something that would belong on Skins, I would lower
your expectations a little bit.
I mean, if you’re into that, do
your thing! But you’re more
likely to just be inhaling second-hand smoke that smells
of candyfloss and eating entire cakes between four people
more often than you should
for two years… or maybe that’s
just us. Either way I wouldn’t
say life at Shrewsbury is easy,
but it’s definitely not boring.

starts, and that’s the dream.
But I can live with my morning consisting of hour on the
bus. I mean when you consider the alternatives, it’s not the
end of the world... most days.
Picking out clothes is something I think most people try
to do the night before, but
when it comes to what to
wear to class, you can really do anything you want. It’s
not like the horror stories you
hear from in the States where
kids get sent home for their

The thing about living in Telford is that it’s a commute,
that’s for sure. That means
even days with a ‘lie in’ and
a late start are in the end not
much shorter than the days
3

CAM MACKIE

skirt being a couple of centimetres too short. Short skirts and
badass leather trench coats,
culottes and hiking boots;
green hair, blue hair, pink hair,
shaved heads, and pride flag
capes are all things that can
be seen at English Bridge daily.
Forget the green parkas
that seemed to lurk around
every corner in secondary
and whatever uniform you
‘had’ to wear for the last five
years, and instead remember when you’re wondering if
those trousers might be too
bright to be socially acceptable – literally anything goes.

Nose piercings and colourful
hair are even arguably English Bridge staples. Don’t get
me wrong, as I arrive in the
half hour or so before lessons
start, I do try to take advantage of the bus times not lining up exactly with subject
blocks and start doing some
work. But to be honest, this
lasts all of five minutes before
someone turns up and we end
up doing something ‘unproductive’ like looking at Disneyland restaurants that I will
probably never go to, instead
of doing that thing we were
supposed to. It goes without
saying I wouldn’t recommend
doing this, but let’s be honest
here, it’s inevitable some days.

I don’t know what subjects
you’re doing or want to do,
but I think everyone in college
can agree that you should never listen to that terrible career
adviser every year 11 had, the
one who says you’re going to
fail at life if you don’t take a
science, because that’s “where
all the jobs are”. I think I would
die if I ever had to touch science or maths again (I can
barely work out if my McDonalds comes underbudget now),
and although most of us English Bridge people only have
vague ideas of where we’re going in life, the world still needs
artists, writers, and civil rights
protestors (dammit orange
Cheeto man), and we’re just

enjoying the ride. Because college isn’t all lattes and Wetherspoons, and when you’re
in lessons for nearly fifteen
hours a week, it’s probably
best to be able to care about
what you’re doing… at least
until the lunch hour anyway.
Lunch at the start of the year
comprised of trekking up the
hill into town from Wakeman
Hall just to go to Starbucks for
a green tea or whatever, then
getting chucked out for bringing in Greggs. Or a quaint indie café I still don’t know the
name of if we were feeling
fancy. Most people based at
English Bridge like ‘conserve’
our energy in the break now,
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and you’ll more likely find us
in Abbey Gardens eating a kids
Clyde the Caterpillar birthday cake we brought from
the ASDA across the road.
Enjoy those first few weeks
in the year because before
long, you’ll be considering
getting a Deliveroo from the
Dominos at the top of the
hill because no one’s willing to do the 200m hike.
Even at this point in the year
there’s still one thing that gets
me through the last couple of
hours of the day: McDonalds.
As I think we all know, there
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was uproar when the fast food
venue in Shrewsbury’s centre
shut its doors, but as someone
who’s going back to home to
Telford anyway, I might as well
take the chance and go to McDonalds on the way. Although
this isn’t an everyday thing (I
promise), a meal in McDonalds
and a mooch around Poundland is a comforting reward
after a hard day; albeit annoying as it is when on a Friday
afternoon you head in when
the Monopoly’s on, and you
don’t even to win a McFlurry.
You may ask after all of this,
when do you actually get your

work done then? Well, the
evening is when I get most of
it over with, where I try to balance my hobbies and Buzzfeed
video binges with trying to get
that essay written for Friday. It
sounds difficult, but as long as
you have an inherent fear of
failure but also a good tendency to procrastinate, you can
just about get everything done.
I’m not saying it’s the best way
to do things, but we’re being
realistic here and I can guarantee even straight-A students
spend more time rewatching
Orange is the New Black than
they probably care to admit.

If you’re new to Shrewsbury or even just fancy a cold drink out with friends at lunch or on a free, it can
seem easy to find yourself lost in a sea of coffee shops. Here to get you started is a sample of three local
ELLEN LITCHFIELD
cafés that are not part of the larger well-known chains.
The Shed is a quaint little coffee shop located right by the English Bridge campus and although it may be small in size, it offers
an incredibly friendly and cosy atmosphere. The Shed offers a
wide selection of drinks, from coffees to milkshakes. Not only
this, but The Shed also offers a range of sandwiches, paninis,
homemade cakes and much more that you’re able to take away
or eat in. Its location makes it a perfect spot to pop in to and
pick up a drink during a break, or an ideal place to sit down
with friends during lunch. They also offer loyalty cards and student discounts, so be sure to keep going back for more
Treat Yourself is a vibrant dessert café, located by the Peach
Tree on Abbey Foregate. It’s exciting and colourful, and with
plenty of seating and a convenient location close to the English Bridge campus, it’s a very inviting place to bring along
friends at any excuse possible. You are never short of choice
for something new to try when visiting; their menu offers Sundaes, waffles, milkshakes, cake, sorbet and much, much more.
Treat Yourself is a fantastic place to stop by on a sweltering
day when you’re in need of a cold snack, or simply when you
are craving a sweet treat.
Just a few minutes away from Welsh Bridge campus, The
Pour House is the place to go to brighten up a rainy day, and
it’s a great place to sit and chat with friends. Various drinks
are available; from ‘Chilli Chocolate’ hot chocolate to Nutella milkshakes the size of your own face, you are spoilt for
choice with their ample menu. There’s even a separate menu
specifically for vegan milkshakes. This delightful coffee house
has plenty of room for friends and it has a slightly steam
punkish/indie vibe about it, setting it apart from others and
making it worth the visit. The Pour House also is a cocktail
bar and serves cocktails at night.
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The Art and Design Exhibition
by Ronia Stagg

Madeline Turner

Over 500 students’ work was put on show from the 15th this
month, making it the most extensive exhibition in the area. I had
a look around the exhibits, and this spread is a compilation of my
favourite pieces.

Rebecca Lea

Josh Bloomfield

Natalie Drury

Carla Owen
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Cerys Griffiths

Ava-Louise Cooke

Lauren Moore

Left: Cerys Griffiths
Right: Jack Gwyther

Willow Butler-Cowlishaw
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jack croxford

JOIN A PRESSURE GROUP
Becoming more engaged in politics by joining a political party or pressure group will result in you becoming more informed and aware about policies and issues. Paying a small membership fee to join a
political party means that you can help a group you support gain political power, as well as sometimes
being able to vote in internal party elections. For pressure groups, if you become a member of Friends
of the Earth or Greenpeace, you are more likely to see and be aware of activism and campaigns they
are focusing on and endorsing. Not only can you use these as examples in your essays, but it can help
to be more involved in a topic you are passionate about.
9

STAY UP TO DATE WITH CURRENT WORLD POLITICS
Reading up on and staying in the know about politics is extremely important in making your understanding of the subject easier. Your teacher will likely make you keep a politics diary in which you record all
important political events of the year, and this is a great tool to look back on and use as examples in
essays. I like to turn on Twitter notifications from trusted sources such as @BBCPolitics for British politics
and @AP_Politics for all of the developments in Washington. This is helpful as ongoing stories and news
will pop up on my phone throughout the day. Most importantly, and even though it sounds cliché: watch
the news every night. If you’re passionate about the subject, you’ll find it easy to dedicate 30 minutes of
your evening to a topic you’re interested in, and often the complicated stories are explained well when
the reporters break it down with narration and images.

UTILISE THE INTERNET AND CURRENT AFFAIRS PROGRAMMES
The internet and politics programmes on television make it easier to truly grasp topics learnt in class.
For example, we were learning about the arguments for prisoners getting the vote and the Howard
League Penal Reform, and on Question Time later that night, they were discussing and debating the
idea. Not only did this help me understand the different points of views better, but it also made me
remember them better, as they were being reinforced in my head. Documentaries on the formation of
the political parties are on television all the time, as well as helpful videos on YouTube that explain the
different voting systems in a simple and straightforward way. I would recommend watching the BBC’s
Newsnight and Question Time, and the YouTube series ‘Politics in the Animal Kingdom’ by CGP Grey.

USE STATISTICS AND FACTS
It is always important to revise key statistics to use in your essays that will impress examiners and back
up your point. For example, the sentence “parties tend to win over the elderly vote as they had the
highest turnout at the 2017 election” could be made stronger by backing it up with facts, maybe by
pointing out that the 65+ age group had a turnout of 71%, compared to the measly 54% for the 18-24
year olds. These statistics aren’t even hard to memorise. Just write them all out on flashcards and test
yourself every day. It can take two minutes and help you boost your marks in the exams.

KNOW YOUR ESSAY STRUCTURES AND PLANS
Knowing your essay structures and plans is extremely important in achieving good grades in Politics. As
the course is 100% exams (that means 100% essays), it is important to know essay structures for the
different types of questions that could come up. Ask your teachers to go through them in class, and I’d
recommend making essay plans for different topics, as politics is fairly content heavy. For example, for
the topic of ‘Does Britain have a participation crisis?’ you could bullet point factors you will talk about,
such as low turnout and decline in party membership. Planning well and having all the different topic
areas covered means you’ll be more confident facing all the questions in the exam.
10
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CHARLY BROWN
Classical Civilisation (or ‘Classics’ for short)
is the study of Ancient Greek and Roman culture through the means of art, politics, and literature among other things.

ule, we learn about Augustus’ imperial image and
his rise to power throughout the empire that eventually lead him to restore the Roman Republic.
We study his careful use of propaganda through
the means of literature, architecture and art
among other things that allowed him to maintain
his powerful position up until his death in 14 AD.
In the second year, we study a second epic poem:
The Aeneid, which was composed by the poet Virgil. The Aeneid is the story of Aeneas, and like the
Odyssey, is the story of the hero’s adventures and
the Trojan War. After Aeneas’ home city of Troy is
burnt down after the war against the Greeks, he
flees to Italy where he eventually founds Rome.

Classical Civilisation at Shrewsbury Sixth Form is
taught over two years, in the first year we study
the epic poem The Odyssey, which is the story
of the title protagonist, Odysseus, and the trials
and tribulations he faces as he attempts to return home after the Trojan War. From blinding
the Cyclops to traveling into the underworld, we
follow the adventures of Odyssey and his motley
crew, whilst studying the structure of the poem
and the various themes explored by Homer;
whether that be the role of women in the poem
or the importance of hospitality in ancient times. Classical Civilisation is a good choice for you, if
you have a curiosity about the ancient world and
Also in the first year, we learn about the first Em- its workings. I personally chose to take Classical
peror of the Roman Empire: Augustus. In this mod- Civilisation, as I had previously taken a GCSE in ancient history, which had sparked my interest in this
area, and I have always been specifically interested
in Greek and Roman history. Classical Civilisation
would also be an excellent choice for you if you are
looking to take an English a level, as reading and
comprehension is a skill that will work to your advantage on this course, along with an eye for detail.
In summary, Classical Civilisation is a unique and
interesting course that covers various periods and
genres of classical antiquity that would be perfect for a student who is interested in an array of
subject areas.

12

MATHILDA

PREATER

Drama is a subject that boosts confidence and majorly helps with social
skills when trying to make new friends. It involves a lot of teamwork which
is great, but it also means dedicating yourself to the team, staying motivated and getting work done. There’s nothing worse than being the last group
to perform in the class, believe me. When you first arrive you get to
know everyone by doing small improvised scenes which are super fun.
Remember, everyone is as nervous as you are, even in drama! So don’t
worry about constructing the perfect piece, it’s more about building
relationships and learning to let loose of your creative mind.

ALEX THOMPKINSON
n Law, you study and explore a range of areas such as criminal law,
contract law, tort and so on. You come across a vast array of different
cases, some more bizarre than others (such as ‘R v Brown and others’,
which you’ll encounter early into the course) and you answer questions using law and applying it to specific scenarios. You’ll receive a
number of booklets (around 2 for each area of law) and these will be
what you work with throughout the course; I’d personally recommend
going through the booklets at home after covering topics in class, as
you tend to refer back to old topics a lot and it really does make revision for the exams so much easier. Law is a lot more than what I expected at first, it’s very interesting and I’m very glad I took it, but this
course may not be for you if you’re looking for a subject that doesn’t
involve lots of reading, writing, analysis and memorising, as law comes
with heavy amounts of it. It’s very rewarding, and you get to experience what a court environment is like through ‘mock trials’ where you
carry them out yourself as lawyers.

Geography A level is a great subject to widen

BECKY CHARNELL

your knowledge on global issues, both human and physical, and their impact on different environments. Geography coursework is also a good way
to research individual interests surrounding topics you will learn over the
two years, such as: globalisation, regeneration, coasts, and water. During
the course, you will also go on fieldwork trips to Birmingham and Barmouth to research and collect data to support your work.
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BRAD JONES
French A-Level is quite different to GCSE, in that you have to actually know the language in order to do well, and not just regurgitate set
phrases that you desperately crammed three days before the exam. At
A-level there’s also a cultural segment of the course that doesn’t exist
at GCSE, in which we study film, literature, history and customs to
gather a greater understanding of French speaking society. College has
a wealth of French language DVDs, books and CDs that you wouldn’t
normally find outside of a private school, which I’ve found really
handy for improving my listening skills and general cultural awareness.
It’s hard, granted, but I personally find there to be something extremely gratifying as things gradually slot into place and the language
becomes a part of you (sounds a bit much, but if you’re not talking to
yourself in French by the end of the year I’ll be shook) If you like arts
subjects, but want something practical, French is a great choice! (Plus
Ron bought us hot chocolate at Christmas so if that doesn’t convince
you I don’t know what will) .

What I said for French equally ap- BRAD JONES
plies to German, but German also
has some GREAT words like Kaffeklatsch and Krankenpfleger so what’s
not to love?

Graphics allows you to find your perMATHILA PREATER
sonal design identity, and to express
your individuality in starter projects at the beginning of the year. My
advice would be to always do a project you have an interest in but
isn’t necessarily your passion, because there is always the danger of
knowing too much about the subject to the point that there’s nothing
left to explore and develop. A lot of time needs to be devoted to Graphics out of college to get work done before deadlines, but it’s not unmanageable. Projects can get very stressful if you leave all the work until just
before it’s due, so consistently working throughout the year would be
my advise! Graphics allows you to express yourself and create work you
never thought you could.
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Although my real niche would probably technically lie more in
English Language – hence my magazine contributions – there are
a couple of reasons why I have always wanted to do literature
instead. For a start, no matter how you put it, literature is seen as
more prestigious by universities – right or wrong as that is – and as
long as I can create an aesthetic, polyfactorial, luminous list, I don’t
think I need to name one just yet. Of course, learning about the
reasons behind the work is also interesting to me but I’m guessing
you’ve all considered that if you’re thinking about doing Literature.
If you do still find the more creative side of language interests you,
there’s always the chance to include it in an EPQ.
The literature itself covers a wide range, which is good as although
gothic texts cover some interesting areas, they also include a lot of
the male protagonists moaning about how terrible their life is and
after a while you’ll be wishing you could slap them and tell them to
grow the hell up. But that’s when you know it’s about time to move
on to the coursework. Plus, we get to watch Winona Ryder, which is
something I will honestly never complain about.

Psychology is an interesting subject-it’s
HANNAH BEST
neither Science nor English based but
there are aspects of both which come into it. A lot of what we do
in psychology is looking at experiments that have been done, or
theories that people have come up with and then evaluating them.
You do have to get used to a different exam technique (especially
if you haven’t done it before), but you do a lot of question practice
and are guided on how to answer them. At the end of each topic,
there is a practical investigation, where you carry out (either with
the class or in groups) some kind of research and then do a write
up of it. We study things like obedience, prejudice and the way the
brain works. I enjoy psychology because it quite often gives you a
different way of looking at things. If you’re considering psychology, I
would definitely say to try it out on the open days and speak to other people who have taken it, as it isn’t how a lot of people expect it
to be.
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CAM MACKIE

BECKY CHARNELL
Textiles is a great subject to channel your creative
ideas, with guidance and support from Claire and
Jay. . As well as developing new techniques, the
course provides students with the opportunity to
develop personal projects based on their interpretation of the themes studied. This allows you
to incorporate new skills into final pieces such as
garments, prints and wall pieces. An exciting part

of the course are the trips; examples of places
you might visit are the V&A Museum in London, Manchester University show cases and the
Shrewsbury Museum. Furthermore, the A level
course at Shrewsbury allows students to expand
their skills and knowledge outside of the curriculum, as Claire, the textiles teacher, puts on additional workshops on content not covered in class.
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BRAD JONES
Whether it be mocks, coursework, or even real exams, procrastination is something you will have
no doubt encountered. At the thought of completing that particularly nasty history essay that you
probably should have started last week, you leap out of bed at 2pm – after not having crawled out
from the covers since the previous afternoon – filled with the overwhelming need to organise your
shoes, dust the bookshelves, and finally have that bath you’ve been putting off since the start of
half-term.

DON’T TRY AND DENY IT, YOU RELATE.
But fear not, for there is a way to harvest the all-mighty power of procrastination for your own
needs – as long as you follow these 5 simple steps.
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GET IT OVER AND DONE WITH.
Conquer the beast, and make sure it’s dead before you tackle your next quest. There is nothing worse
than forcing yourself to stop procrastinating before your mind is done, else your breaks between paragraphs quickly become dangerous ‘self-care’ routines, culminating in binge-watching an entire season
of Teen Wolf even though D-Day (Deadline Day) is tomorrow. Kill your procrastination first so it can’t
come back with a vengeance.

MAKE IT RELEVENT.
Trick your procrastination into doing something related to your studies (or whatever you’re trying to
avoid), like reading a book about the subject or organising your notes. This will both kill your procrastination and set you up nicely for doing whatever you’ve been avoiding!

BE PRODUCTIVE!
Use your new-found energy to do something you normally wouldn’t do! In my case, this is going on
Duolingo to dabble in a new language, and because of this I can now read Russian, Greek and Korean.
I can even spell procrastination in 4 different ways, because of my procrastination: Прокрастинатион,
προκραστινατιον, aufscub, procrastination! For those of you in second year (or very prepared first
years), I find that researching Universities is a great way of productively procrastinating – it’s got to be
done, and it can be fun if you don’t treat it like another deadline.

DON’T PLAN AHEAD.
But knowing the last point, it’s important to remember that you shouldn’t pre-plan your procrastination; once you set a target, procrastination will make sure that you don’t want to do it when the time
comes. Saying that, there’s no harm in putting little measures in place to guide your procrastination –
downloading Duolingo or other educational apps is a good way of doing this.

STAY CALM.
If you get too stressed, your procrastination will only get worse, which is why you should regulate your
workload to ensure that you don’t start feeling as if you’re drowning in deadlines. Even if you have a
large assignment that needs to be done in one go, be sure to take short breaks to hold back the stress,
which will help stop your mind wandering towards procrastination.

If there’s one thing you should take away from this article, it’s
that procrastination isn’t necessarily a bad thing. Use it to your
advantage.
18

ELENOR GRAY
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A STORY
Do you remember the day we met? The setting sun dripped shades of orange and cotton candy pink into
your golden hair, a perfect concoction of beauty and wonder that I couldn’t help but feel drawn to. You
were sat alone on the hood of your car, staring at the blood-red sun as it fell between two concrete silhouettes. “Beautiful, isn’t it?” You’d asked me as I walked past your car to get to my own. I guess you caught
me staring, I still remember the sudden rush of embarrassment and anxiety when you first looked at me.
I remember the way your exhausted eyes danced across my face; pure emerald beauty framed in rows of
long, thick lashes. And your voice, my god, your voice. A mellifluous tongue waxing lyrical sounds; what a
beautiful language to learn.
Two weeks later and we were already on our third date. You wore that gorgeous crimson dress that was
smattered with sparkling silver sequins which wrapped around your body like a snake. You always did look
beautiful in red. I remember the shawl of freckles that draped gently over your shoulders and the way you
would hide your face when you laughed as if you were embarrassed of your smile. It didn’t take me long to
detect the kindness of your soul, and somehow, I knew it would eventually be the death of you.
We spoke for hours that night, do you remember? Stars began to appear in the sky all around us, like a
smashed mirror scattered against an obsidian surface, and within their safe embrace, we finally decided
to open up a little. You expressed you love for old books, vintage vinyl and black coffee, and I told you all
about my adoration of loud concerts, 80’s slasher films and driving along vacant roads in the early hours of
the morning. And while we were completely different, there was something about us that just seemed to
work. We were a beautiful juxtaposition, like torrential rain in sunshine.
Months passed, yet I never got used to the feeling of your delicate fingers entangled in my long hair, nor did
the sudden rush of adoration lessen whenever you laughed or did something clumsy. I did not fall in love
you, but instead dived in head first, intoxicated by your angel eyes. I was fascinated by the way you saw
beauty in the darkness and horror in the light. You didn’t fear the ghosts that followed the shadows, you
danced with them, and that was probably the part of you I fell the furthest for.
But you were in pain. I saw it in the ways you stay up all night staring at the wall, or how you would sit by
the river until the moon came up and the mosquitos had sucked you dry. I could hear it in the way you
would hum the same song repeatedly for days on end or disappear for hours in the middle of the night. So,
I guess that’s why I had to do it.
Do you remember the night of June 24th? I came home late that evening to find you asleep on the sofa,
blanket draped over your legs and damp hair covering the pillow like a lake of pure gold. You had black
make up smudged under your eyes; a look that you sometimes sported for days if you were feeling lazy
enough, but it didn’t quite hide your exhausted bags. I remember just sitting opposite you, watching as
your mouth twitched into a small smile as you slept and the way your fingers would jolt slightly closer to
mine, as if you could feel I was close.
The memory of your eyes sparkling as they opened from the light emitted from the TV lives behind my eyelids, haunting me every time I close them. I can’t eat, can’t sleep without being reminded of that night. The
way your fingers trembled weakly against my throat, the way you whispered messages for your family and
friends into my ear and how you glared at me with eyes holding nothing but betrayal and hurt. Although
you tried, you tongue was never as sharp as the weapon I wielded which set you free.
Your mother came to visit me a few months later. Her black clothing meant she blended in well with the
shadows of the room, but the pallor of her tear-stained face gave her away. I was surprised to see her so
upset, especially after she renounced you for dating a girl, but maybe the guilt only made her more troubled. She cried, screamed some questions, begged me to bring you back, but never understood my responses. She didn’t see the pain you were in, didn’t understand that I was trying to help you. None of them
did, but I hope you do.
And if it’s any consolation, you always did look beautiful in red.
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RIKI ALLEN
Growing up, I was always told
to get a hobby. I never fancied
sports or art, simply because I’m
not very good at it! I found my
hobby of playing the piano after
the long process of learning it,
losing interest, getting inspired
to try it again and then loving
it. For me personally, it was
the ideal way to express myself
emotionally and it helped me to
make lots of new friends with
similar passions. Take playing
the guitar for example. If you
ever go on a camping trip, the
person with the guitar is always
the one at the centre of attention while everyone sings with
them around a campfire. Cliché
moments aside, finding and
learning an instrument is a great
way to pass the time as well as
being a good skill to learn. All
good hobbies stem from the
prospect of creation because it
gives you a dopamine rush that
you work for, making you proud
of your effort. In today’s society,
finding sources of dopamine
are easy to come by. For example people look to TV shows,
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video games and the internet in
general, all of which are typically classed as ‘unproductive’.
I love playing my instrument
and I encourage you to at least
try learning or even just playing
one for yourself. An instrument
is a lot more than a medium to
create in-tune noises; it can be
seen as an emotional extension
of yourself that is not only an
enjoyable skill to learn, but it
will also help you in life! (Excuse
the cringe)

ALEX THOMPKINSON AND MATHILDA PREATER

It seems impossible to avoid the royals. Whether you’re a staunch royalist or an immovable anti-monarchist, they’re always on the news, your
Facebook feed, or in the conversation of the others around you. It’s no wonder that many are so
obsessed with the royal family, with many debates
and discussions surrounding their existence. But
spotted among this royalist frenzy, there are also
anti-monarchists, who disagree with the hyped up
royal craze to say the least.

their social status) in the developed world, seems
to indicate a need for change.

A common argument you’ll hear in support of the
royal family is that they bring a lot of money into
the county. However, this is questionable. There
has been no extensive cost-benefit analysis about
the cost of the royal family, and nobody actually
knows if the money brought in from tourism balances out with the money the taxpayers provide.
Whilst it is indeed true that we receive many tourThe most obvious argument against the royal fam- ists from the interest in the monarchy, there is
ily is how seemingly undemocratic it is. Unelected, nothing to say these will stop coming if the Royals
yet with an astonishing amount of power, it seems are booted. If you look at countries like France, it
crazy that a country that worked so hard to gain would even suggest the complete opposite. France
equal voting opportunities, is proud to be throw- abolished their monarch in 1792, yet still gain miling money at a family at the top of its society that lions of Euros from royal related tourism - with the
gained their status through nothing but birth. This, Palace of Versailles attracting about 7 million visicombined with the fact we have some of the worst tors a year. There is even evidence that the same
social mobility (the ability for people to change would happen in Britain, with Osbourne house on
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the Isle of Wight is used only for tourism purposes
and is very successful.

famous people have also contributed their faces to
charities to help make a difference. So I think it’s
safe to say that Britain won’t be having a social criAnother reason the Royals can be seen as negative sis from the lack of royal good-doing if they were
is the amount that they cost. Republic (a British an- to go. Furthermore, when a member of the royal
ti-monarchist group) claims that the British Mon- family visits a charity, it can cost taxpayers tens of
arch costs the taxpayer £334 million a year- this is thousands of pounds in preparation, which is often
10 times more than the figure that was published more than the increase in donations that the charby the Royals themselves. There seems to be a lot ities receive as a result of the visit.
of doubt surrounding the amount that the Royals
cost- each website home to a figure that varies de- Domestically however, it cannot be questioned
pending on whether that website is in favour of that the Queen and monarchy are a national phethe royal family or not. The fact that nobody really nomenon. Our current queen has reigned longer
knows how much the Royals cost, as well as how than any British monarch, with 65 years racked up
complicated it is to work it out, should be a red flag in her gold chair, and in that time she’s become the
in itself. Additionally, the royal family is huge; I’m patron to over 600 charities just in Britain. The roysure a lot of people wouldn’t mind splashing out al family altogether supporting over 2400 in Britain
a bit for the queen- after all, she is the one who and 3000 worldwide! Sure, it’s easy to say that othis doing most of the hard work, and she has done er people like celebrities and successful entreprea brilliant job. But then there are people like Prin- neurs can donate to charities, but charities have
cesses Beatrice and Eugenie (does anyone actually said that they raise significantly more money at
know who they are?) who at 8th and 9th in line to events when a royal family member attends comthe throne, are very unlikely to take succession, yet pared to any other celebrity. Charities like Cancer
are still supported by the royal fund.
Research UK and the British Red Cross are supported by the Queen, to name a few. Monarchy don’t
But one reason others love the Royal Family is be- just donate to charity as a duty or job too, they
cause of all the charity work they seem to do. In- feel passionately about it and go to extra lengths
deed, many members of the Royal family have used to support various causes, like in 2012 when the
their influence to do brilliant social things. Princess Queen donated personal money to help victims of
Diana, for example, in the past helped to reduce the Nepal earthquake. Monarchy don’t just supthe stigma around AIDS, and Princes William and port charities, they also support British businessHarry promoted mental health awareness. This is es, cultural enterprises, sports competitions and a
all amazing stuff, but still is not something that the myriad of other events - especially when they are
Royals exclusively do. People like Emma Watson held in Britain. As a result, events like Jubilees, royand Elton John, along with a large proportion of al birthdays and in recent years, royal weddings,
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are vastly celebrated by the majority of the
country (roughly 70%); demonstrating people's
immense pride, patriotism and British identity.
It's not just Britain that loves the queen, on a
global scale the Queen is still recognised as a significant figure and represents our country, whilst
remaining important to other places as well. For
example, during the Scottish Independence Referendum, the Scottish National Party stated that
they’d keep the Queen as the Queen of Scotland
if independence was achieved. Furthermore, in
the late 90s, Australia had a referendum about
going Republican (it didn’t). Their ex-Prime Minister Bob Hawke even speculated that it was the
British monarchy held the country together, and
that there was high risk of Australia fragmenting
into several independent countries if it became
Republican. Only showing the Queen as an influential and essential factor in many places outside
of Britain. She also attracts abundances of tourism to the countries in question with her various
events and sites, bringing positive financial effects
on the country.
However, other people argue that the royal family
don’t actually do anything and the money spent
on them could simply be saved by cutting off the
royal family altogether. But without them, especially the Queen, we’d need a new Head of State.
An alternative to the Queen could be a President,
similar to in the USA, and many people have
expressed worry regarding a presidential election
in Britain. Mainly because the Queen is a non-partisan Head of State, meaning she focusses on her

people and is not biased to a particular party and
its interests. Monarchy is also theoretically able
to act as a brake on the worst of government
actions and ideas due to their position, meaning
that something as extreme as Nazi Germany could
never occur here because the reigning monarch
could veto its intentions. The monarchy has
evolved to keep check of the power of parliament,
as it acts in a 3-point check system involving the
monarchy itself, the military and the government. The government funds the military but it
acts on behalf of the monarchy, which means the
monarchy could technically dissolve the government if it acts against the nation by requesting a
re-election. But as of yet, most Prime Ministers
have admired the queen since her coronation in
1953, and even those who had a more tenuous
relationship with her weren't subjected to a monarch-called election. To lose the monarchy therefore, would cause a vast disruption in not only our
political system due to the separation of powers,
but also our armed forces, as it would force a
re-organisation that is just unneeded.
While some would argue it’s an anachronism,
most feel royalty makes us better as it is traditional to us. Many have expressed devotion and
loyalty to it, like the countless soldiers who fight
for “Queen and country”. To lose the monarchy
would be to lose the cause that so many British
troops have put their lives on the line, and in
many cases sacrificed their lives, for. So, I personally feel it would be criminal to take down the monarchical structure, and it would strip the nation
of its culture as well as its identity.

OVERALL, IT SEEMS THERE ARE CONVINCING ARGUMENTS FOR BOTH
SIDES, AND THE STANCE YOU TAKE WILL SIMPLY DEPEND UPON YOUR
PERSONAL OPINION. HOWEVER, GIVEN THE HUGE POPULARITY OF THE
RECENT WEDDING BETWEEN HARRY AND MEGHAN, IT SEEMS THAT
WHETHER YOU LOVE THEM, OR YOU HATE THEM, WE’RE STUCK WITH
THEM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LONGER YET.
24

25

26

27

28

PHOEBE KNOWLES
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THE AGE OF
ADALINE

WHAT HAPPENED
TO MONDAY?

AVENGERS:
INFINITY WAR

This film stars the amazing Blake
Lively as Adaline. A beautiful
woman who does not age swearing to never reveal her secret to
protect her and her daughter, but
ultimately falls for the (very good

Is a Netflix original movie surrounding septuplets with the
names Monday-Sunday (I’m too
lazy to type them all out), who
live in a world controlled by the
'Child Allocation Act', where no
one can have more than one

This was a major shocker for
me and I didn’t really have
high hopes for it due to the
amount of characters in it. My
first thought was that it was
going to be too overcrowded,
and you wouldn’t really get to

child. Although I’m not a major
fan of science-fiction films, this
one really caught my interest

know characters you hadn’t
seen before (as there are a lot
of Marvel films rolled into one

within days of its release, and anyone who was in my NCS group
will tell you how much I went on

for this film). But I personally
felt the way it was done was
very clever and didn’t neglect

about it.

any character. I did however feel like you had to watch
some previous films to under-

looking) Ellis. I can honestly say
this film is breath taking, and not
only stars my favourite actress of
all time, but quickly became one
I would recommend the most.

Rate: 9/10

‘‘WOULD
RECCOMEND THE
MOST’’

Rate: 8/10

stand certain parts, which I had
not at the time so was a bit
confused – but I coped. Plus,
the ending left so many characters' lives in question that I
was shook.

Rate: 7/10
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DEAR EVAN HANSEN

MISS SAIGON

I won’t lie, I haven’t seen Dear Evan Hansen on
stage yet as it is only on Broadway, but I am solely
recommending this for it amazing soundtrack,
which I must listen to at least once a day. The
message behind this musical is captivating, and
the songs are so uplifting for such a serious story.
So, for this one I am reviewing the soundtrack
mostly (the songs “Waving Through a Window”,
which you probably have heard of, and “Sincerely
Me” are my faves).

This is my favourite musical, there I said it. Seeing
this on stage for the first time on DVD and then
seeing it live in Wolverhampton (a show doesn’t
need to be in the West End for it to be good), I
loved it equally both times. The story surrounds
Kim and Chris, the star-crossed lovers who fall
in love during the Vietnam war and are eventually torn apart only to reunite right before Kim’s
death, leaving their son – whom Chris had never
known – with Chris and his new wife, Ellen.

Rate: 8/10

Rate 10/10
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LEWIS LISTER
OCEAN RAIN - ECHO AND THE
BUNNYMEN

THE WALL - PINK FLOYD

To begin with, I would like to talk a little bit about
‘Ocean Rain’, the 1984 album by 80s Liverpudlian
indie group Echo and the Bunnymen; one of the
best groups from the city since the Beatles, with
some of the worst haircuts I’ve ever laid eyes on
this side of Jesus and Mary Chain/English Bridge
students. With their third full-length LP, the Bunnymen deliver a staggeringly gorgeous album,
filled with lush orchestral arrangements, rough
yet delicate singing, and some killer lyrics too.
Definitely well worth a listen if you like bands like
The La’s and The Smiths.

My favourite Floyd album. It’s less universal than
the human life on a disc they delivered with ‘Dark
Side of the Moon’, more wordy than ‘Wish You
Were Here’, and more elaborate than ‘Animals’;
‘The Wall’ is Floyd at their creative peak. Bursting
at the seams with detailed sound effects, menacing synthesisers and shimmering guitar solos,
making this one of the most intricate, theatrical
and immersive concept albums I’ve ever heard.
Recommended for fans of David Bowie’s ‘Berlin
Trilogy’ and The Beatles ‘Sgt Pepper’ album.

STANDOUT
TRACKS
* Killing Moon
* Seven Seas

STANDOUT
TRACKS
* Hey You
* Comfortably Numb
* Mother
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THE RISE AND FALL OF ZIGGY
STARDUST AND THE SPIDERS
FROM MARS - DAVID BOWIE

KONNICHIWA SKEPTA

David Bowie. Man or alien? A question which
still plagues scientists to this day. ‘Ziggy Stardust’
suggests the latter, as Bowie dons his famous ginger mullet and patterned suits for this 70’s classic. Across roughly forty of the most melodically
memorable minutes in rock history, alien ‘Ziggy’
takes the listener on a journey with him and his
band through Earth’s last days; as they rise to the
top of the music industry and inevitably fall as
tensions grow within the band, and the apocalypse grows ever closer. One for fans of Pulp, and
(anyone who likes) Arctic Monkeys’ new album.

Grab your tracksuit: this is one for the people
who are too hard for the other albums on the list.
London Grime MC Skepta’s bestselling album delivers three quarters of an hour of Mercury Prize
winning, hard-hitting grime bangers. It includes
some clever wordplay and introspective lyrics
that reflect on his newfound international fame,
and enough bass for even the most demanding
Corsa-driving subwoofer connoisseur. This album
is a must listen to any self-respecting rap fan.
Recommended for fans of A$AP Rocky, Brockhampton and JME.

STANDOUT
TRACKS
* Ziggy Stardust
* Starman
* Five years
TESTING - A$AP ROCKY

STANDOUT
TRACKS
* Konnichiwa
* Crime Riddim
* Numbers

Rapper, fashion designer, and modern day youth
icon A$AP Rocky returns with the most recent album on the list, and one I’ve been eagerly anticipating since his 2015 album ‘AT.LONG.LAST.A$AP’.
Always one for style over substance, ‘TESTING’
follows Rocky’s latest aesthetical evolution from
the psychedelic and acoustic influences of his
previous album, to the bizarre and glitchy soundscape of ‘TESTING’, an album made to sound like
something from the future, but also strangely
from the past. Think Ridley Scott’s 1979 movie
‘Alien’, and how his vision of the future in the
present day seems strangely rooted in the past,
with huge bulky CRT monitors lining the consoles of the futuristic space station. The album
itself is laden with a healthy mix of bass-heavy
rap anthems, downbeat lo-fi beats and melodic,
experimental tracks just in time for the summer.
Recommended for fans of Skepta (who makes an
appearance on the album), and Tyler, the Creator.
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STANDOUT
TRACKS
* A$AP Forever
* Purity
* OG Beeper
* Praise The Lord (Da Shine)

A REVIEW

CARLA HINDLE

For those who are intrigued by
and enjoy the immersive world of
fantasy and adventure – you are in
the right place.
The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim is a
thrilling game of adventure, which
allows you build upon skills of
your choice, whilst unlocking new
abilities, casting magic spells, and
completing death defying quests
to fulfil your destiny.
Character customisation takes
place in the opening sequence of
the game. Through this you can
make your character unique, altering the way they look and what
they specialise in by choosing one
of the 10 different races in the
game. If you want to be an archer I would suggest choosing the
Elf race, however you can choose
any race despite their speciality
and develop different skills - it’s
entirely up to you! You could be a
High Elf and choose to learn magic
at the ‘College of Winterhold’!
You play as the main character,
referred to as the “Dragonborn”,
who slays dragons to absorb their
power and gain strength as well
as special spells called “shouts”
- which you can use during battle and on quests. You can also
strategically level up your skills in
the deep dungeons full of undead
Draugr!
Skyrim can be played on both
console and PC, so don’t worry! It
is an exciting game and I recommend anyone interested in videogames and fantasy worlds to play
it. Believe me when I say this, you
will not be disappointed if you decided to play this game.
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